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	CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST No. 2

	 Date: 7 October 2015

	Project title and Identification:
	Project Location: 

	Legal aid to stateless persons 
	Republic of Moldova

	Brief Background of the Project:

	Republic of Moldova has ratified the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness in April 2012. The country is also a party to the European Convention on Nationality and the Council of Europe Convention on the Avoidance of Statelessness in relation to State Succession. In February 2012, the legal provisions establishing a national statelessness determination procedure entered into force. 

With respect to identification, prevention and reduction of statelessness, Republic of Moldova implements a documentation program, in line with international standards.  The exact number of stateless persons in Moldova remains unclear. Thus, as of 01 July 2015, there were 2,032 persons registered as stateless, 689 persons with expired stateless IDs and 2426 persons with undetermined citizenship. Most of them reside in the Transnistrian region of the country. In 2012 and 2013, UNHCR assisted the Government in conducting a citizenship campaign, including in selected Roma communities. A total of 212 121 individuals prevented to become stateless since 2013 within an effort which became one of the largest campaigns to address statelessness in Europe.

	Goal/Objective, Expected Outcome and Main Activities:

	While the primary focus of The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is to lead and coordinate international action for the world-wide protection of refugees and the resolution of refugee problems, the UN General Assembly has authorized the organization’s involvement with other groups. These include people who are stateless or whose nationality is disputed and, in certain circumstances, internally displaced persons.

The main objective of the project is to reduce the number of stateless persons including those with undetermined citizenship and those at risk of becoming stateless (persons of concern - PoCs) in the Republic of Moldova. 
The key areas of intervention with regard to stateless persons and those at risk of becoming stateless are the following:

· Advocacy for a legislative amendments to prevent statelessness 
· Monitoring and analysis the protection situation 

· Access to the statelessness determination procedure

· Access of PoCs to free legal aid and representation

· Identification campaign

· Counseling and legal aid

The following results are expected:

· At least 20 PoCs have submitted applications for citizenship;

· At least 10 relevant litigation cases submitted to courts;

· At least 50 relevant persons receive qualified legal counseling;

· At least 100 PoCs identified;

· At least 5 public defenders involved statelessness cases;

· The number of stateless persons as indicated above is reduced by at least 100 persons. 

· At least 100 representatives of the central administration and the judiciary trained. 



	Intended Population of Concern:

	Stateless persons, including those with undetermined citizenship and those at risk of becoming stateless in the Republic of Moldova. 

	Eligibility criteria:

	Expressions of Interest shall be submitted by any non-profit civil society actor in the Republic of Moldova. This excludes politically affiliated organizations, businesses, media organizations.

Joint submissions by several organizations are encouraged.

	Project Period [estimated start and end dates of project]:

	1 January – 31 December, 2016

	Submission Deadline:
	Date Decision Results to be Communicated to Applicants:

	22 October 2015
	30 October 2015

	Selection Criteria

	Sector expertise and experience: demonstrated knowledge and experience implementing statelessness legislation, standards and practice.

	Project management: at least five years’ experience in implementing projects, accountability mechanisms in place and sound financial management, taking into account available audit results and past performance.

	Local experience and presence: relevant experience with public institutions; understanding of the needs of the PoCs.

	Contribution of resources: evidenced and documented contribution of resources to the Project in cash or in-kind (e.g. human resources, supplies and/or equipment) by the partner that are presently available (or potentially mobilized by the partner) in order to supplement UNHCR resources.

	Cost effectiveness: proportionate level of direct costs and administrative costs imposed on the Project in relation to project deliverables.

	Experience working with UNHCR: global and/or local partnerships including knowledge of UNHCR policies, practices and programs, including an understanding of and ability to work within UNHCR's funding limitations and associated inherent risks would be an advantage. Partners that have three consecutive qualified audit opinions may not be considered.

	Assessment process:

	Expressions of Interest will be assessed against the selection criteria specified above by a special Committee. Each applicant will be informed in written about the decision taken.
At this stage of the Call, the shortlisting of an expression of interest does not constitute a binding commitment – either implicit or explicit – on the part of the UNHCR to finance proposed activities.

Shortlisted applicants will be invited to develop more detailed proposals.

	Procedure for submission of expressions of interest

	Prospective partners must submit the following documents within the aforementioned deadline:

· Brief concept note as per the template attached in English
· Filled in and signed attached Partner declaration (for the prospective partners not yet registered with UNHCR Headquarters)

· Copies of the registration documents

· The Charter of the organization.

The documents quoting above project title should be sent either electronically to mdach@unhcr.org or directly to the following address:

UNHCR Moldova

68, Mateevici str.

2009, Chisinau, Moldova

Expressions of interest submitted after the deadline of this call will not be considered.

Relevant questions may be addressed to mdach@unhcr.org.



